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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD REGULAR MEETING of the Board of Trustees 

of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, November 1, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York 

and via video conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina D. Picinich  

     Deputy Mayor Anthony C. Markus 

     Trustee Peter F. Grunthal    

     Trustee Karen B. Schleimer 

Trustee David J. Squirrell 

 

Also Present:   Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

                  Absent:    Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer  

 

 

7pm Regular Meeting 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise and 

join her in the pledge of allegiance.  She wanted to share a few words on the loss of Mel 

Berger who was a tireless advocate for the Village/Town of Mount Kisco.  He helped 

those who suffered from addiction and homelessness.  He was the owner of the Mount 

Kisco pharmacy and saw firsthand the negative impacts of substance abuse.  He founded 

the Mount Kisco Drug and Alcohol Abuse Prevention Council and pioneered drug court 

intervention steering those with substance abuse issues to seek help through 

programing.  He also collaborated with houses of worship to create the Emergency 

Shelter Partnership which provides a warm meal and a safe place to sleep during the 

winter months.  Mel’s compassion and his dedication to the community made Mount 

Kisco a better place, our thoughts are with his family.  

 

 

Update: Peter J. Miley -- Building Inspector 

 

 

Building Inspector Peter Miley presented the following to the Board: 
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 There was a question on whether or not the Building Department continues to 

monitor houses that were not compliant, but have become compliant.  Mr. Miley advised 

that the department does not unless there was a court order allowing the inspectors to 

enter the home or there is another complaint for those homes that were not compliant in 

regard to zoning.  

 

 Trustee Schleimer asked Mr. Miley to inform residents on how to contact the Code 

Officer if they see something.  Mr. Miley replied that you could call the office and request 

to speak to the Code Officer, there is a link on the website where you can make a 

complaint or call the hotline where a message can be left to make the complaint.   

 

 Mr. Miley also informed the Board that although Covid slowed down the amount 

of permits that came in during 2020, he sees the numbers coming back up with home 

projects coming back along with more small businesses coming into town including the 

movie theater coming back.  He thinks that this upward trend will continue in 2022.  He 

also advised that if anyone wanted to meet or speak with the Building Inspector or the 

Village Planner to discuss a business plan on permissible uses and possible issues, it 

costs nothing to make an appointment to avoid any surprises on the back end of a 

project.   

 

 Deputy Mayor Markus asked what happened with the outdoor dining resolution.  

Mayor Picinich advised that the Board of Trustees would have to vote on either extending 

or allowing it to continue in the future.  Mr. Miley offered that there were some issues in 

the beginning, but they have worked out most of the issues.  If there was a way to 

streamline the process that would be beneficial and he also thinks that it would help out 

the businesses if it was extended through next year.  

 

 Mr. Brancati also mentioned that outdoor seating was always allowed, but the 

resolution streamlined the process giving the Manager’s office and the Building Inspector 

the authority to approve these applications without involving the Planning Board, 

eliminated the application fee, and lowered the deposit in a way to provide relief to the 

businesses in the Village.  That resolution expired on October 31, 2021.  

 

 Mayor Picinich also reminded anyone looking to start a business to consult with 
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the Building Department to see what is available on the vacancy list which would also 

give you information on the zoning for a particular vacancy.    

 

 

1) Communications: 

a. Request to join the Board of Assessment Review 

  

An email was received by Jean Farber, former Deputy Mayor, with an interest to 

join the Board of Assessment Review.  

 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal to 

appoint Jean Farber to the Board of Assessment Review; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 
 

b. Resignation – Board of Fire Commissioners 

 

Mayor Picinich advised the Board that Frank Randazzo was stepping down from the 

Board of Fire Commissioners.  She advised that the Company is having the discussion on 

who they would like to serve as the new Commissioner.  She thanked him for his years 

of dedicated service. 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

a. Personnel Update 

 

Mr. Brancati informed the Board that David Hughes was retiring as Lead Mechanic 

for the Department of Public Works after almost 35 years of service to the Village.  He 

thanked him for his service and wished him well in the future. 

 
 

5) Board Reports: 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus had no report at this time.  

 

Trustee Grunthal began by saying that there had been a farmer’s market on 

Sunday with a nice group of vendors and a nice crowd.  He hopes that this will continue 

to grow.  The next farmer’s market is coming up November 21, 2021.  

 

Trustee Schleimer began by saying that the farmer’s market is growing and was a 

delight to see the growth.  She urged everyone to go to the next one.  She continued on 

to the scam of the day which is that someone claiming to be ConEd is calling saying that 

your power is going to be cut off and they ask you for information which is a phishing 

expedition to get your personal information.  She continued on to say that for those who 

would like a Covid booster, CareMount is taking registration for the shots and she is 

waiting for confirmation that they have all three brands available and whether or not you 

can mix and match the vaccines.  She also advised that on Saturday November 6th, the 

Historical Society will be having an event at the Mount Kisco Library this is a close up 

view of 19th century photographs of Mount Kisco.  She is excited to see Mount Kisco’s 

evolution and is fascinated by the story.  Trustee Schleimer also advised residents that 
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the Historical Society is selling t-shirts to help fund their efforts.  She continued on to 

say that Senior Law Day is doing one-on-one consultations with attorneys via zoom on 

November 18th; registration is required.  She went on to say that Medicare enrollment is 

open now through December 7th.    

 

Trustee Squirrell began by saying that he was able to make an appointment for a 

member of his family and found that the Moderna is a little less available in this area, 

but that residents have the ability to call to check the status as they are relatively 

available.  He also wanted to say that he had the pleasure of being able to work with and 

watch Mel Berger work for the past twenty (20) years in the local courts; he was 

completely selfless.  He had interns working with him which allowed younger people who 

were interested in becoming caregivers for someone to learn.  He hopes that someone 

will pick up where he left off.  He remembered an old school bus in the corner of the 

Court parking lot that Mel would use to pick up homeless people around town to ensure 

that they had a warm meal and a safe place to spend the night.   

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that there are currently 1,073 active Covid cases in 

the County with 9 in Mount Kisco; 86.6% of those eligible for the vaccine in the 10549 

zip code have had at least one dose of the vaccine.  For those who received the Pfizer 

and Moderna vaccine, it is recommended that you receive a booster if you are over the 

age of 65, immunocompromised, or at a high risk of exposure, and you should receive 

that booster at least six (6) months after your initial injection.  For Johnson and Johnson 

you should receive your booster at least two (2) months after your initial vaccine.  

Vaccines can be obtained at CareMount, Northwell, Open Door, CVS, and Jacobson 

Pharmacy.  She continued on to say that there was a ribbon cutting for the Green Street 

Fire House last week.  She reminded residents that there was still time to vote for your 

favorite scarecrow around town.  Mayor Picinich also wanted to encourage residents to 

participate in the cellular communication survey that will be used to assist with the 

cellular master plan through Westchester County.   Mayor Picinich also mentioned that 

she participated in a ribbon cutting for the opening of RMA of New York at Caremount 

which is providing family planning and fertility care.  Mayor Picinich made mention that 

the Village has received a lot of calls with reference to higher than usual water bills and 

wanted to remind residents that this bill is for the summer months and to check usage in 

comparison.  If the usage looks higher than usual perform some troubleshooting tests to 

see if there is a leak and residents can always call the water department for assistance.  

Mayor Picinich made note of the wonderful Halloween event that was held in Leonard 

Park with pumpkin painting and lots of fun for the kids.  She also wanted to remind 

residents to vote, if they haven’t already, and to remember the Mount Kisco Police 

proposition.  She explained that if this proposition was not passed that there would likely 

be a 7% increase in taxes in order to be able to staff and maintain the department.  

Mayor Picinich went on to say that there would be a Veterans Celebration on the 11th at 

11:00 a.m. in front of the memorial.  She also wanted to share that the Gorham 

Fountain now has the capacity to have water.  The fountain has now been restored and 

we will have the return of the statue of Chief Kisco later this week.  

 

 

6) Old Business: 
 

7) New Business: 

 
a. Resolution SEQR – Water Treatment Plant 

  Mayor Picinich began by saying that these next three items deal with water 

projects for the Village.  We are eligible for additional funding and need to handle some 

of the legwork to be able to apply for the extra funding.  

 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Trustee Squirrell 

to adopt the following resolution: 
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 WHEREAS, the Village/Town of Mount Kisco, Westchester County, New York (hereinafter the 

“Village”) has established the public benefit to the Village residents of upgrades to the water 

distribution system, upgrades to the dam to ensure protection of source supply, and improvements 

to the building that stores the equipment, tools, and materials to maintain the system; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the project includes replacement of water mains along Dakin Avenue, Highland 

Avenue, Leonard Street, Maple Avenue, upgrades to the Byram Lake Dam, and improvements to 

the Water Department Building located at 43 Columbus Avenue; and,  

 

WHEREAS, 6 NYCRR Part 617.5(c)(5) states “street openings and right-of-way openings for 

the purpose of repair or maintenance of existing facilities” has been determined not to have a 

significant impact on the environment and are precluded from environmental review under 

Environmental Conservation Law Article 8; and,  

 

WHEREAS, 6 NYCRR Part 617.5(c)(2) states “replacement, rehabilitation or reconstruction of a 

structure or facility, in kind, on the same site, including upgrades to buildings to meet building or 

fire codes, unless such action meets or exceeds any of the thresholds in Section 617.4 of this 

Part” has been determined not to have a significant impact on the environment and are precluded 

from environmental review under Environmental Conservation Law Article 8; and,  

 

WHEREAS, 6 NYCRR Part 617.5(c)(9) states “construction or expansion of a primary or 

accessory/appurtenant, non-residential structure or facility involving less than 4,000 square feet 

of gross floor area and not involving a change in zoning or a use variance and consistent with 

local land use controls, but not radio communication or microwave transmission facilities” has 

been determined not to have a significant impact on the environment and are precluded from 

environmental review under Environmental Conservation Law Article 8; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the proposed project does not meet or exceed any of the thresholds in Section 

617.4;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED in consideration of the foregoing:  

 

1. The Village Board of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco hereby finds that the Dakin 

Avenue, Highland Avenue, Leonard Street, and Maple Avenue Water Main Replacement;  

Byram Lake Dam Upgrade, and Water Department Building Improvements Project is a 

Type II Action and is not subject to review under SEQR (6 NYCRR Part 617.5).  

 

2.  This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
 

All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

b. Bond Resolution – Water Treatment Plant 

There was some discussion about the funding and interest rates of the project 

and whether or not this was the right time to apply for this funding.  Mr. Brancati 
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advised that this is the best financing that we will be able to get and shares the concern 

of interest rates which is why we are trying to get this done now to take advantage of 

the rates and the release of this extra funding.   

 

BOND RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE OF MOUNT KISCO, NEW YORK, ADOPTED 

NOVEMBER 1, 2021, AUTHORIZING THE CONSTRUCTION OF IMPROVEMENTS TO THE 

VILLAGE WATER SYSTEM, STATING THE ESTIMATED MAXIMUM COST THEREOF IS 

$4,000,000, APPROPRIATING SAID AMOUNT FOR SUCH PURPOSE, AND AUTHORIZING 

THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS OF SAID VILLAGE IN THE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF NOT TO 

EXCEED $4,000,000 TO FINANCE SAID APPROPRIATION 

 

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF MOUNT KISCO, IN THE COUNTY 

OF WESTCHESTER, NEW YORK, HEREBY RESOLVES (by the favorable vote of not less 

than two-thirds of all the members of said Board of Trustees) AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1.  The Village of Mount Kisco, in the County of Westchester, New York 

(herein called the “Village”), is hereby authorized to construct improvements to the 

Village water system.  The estimated maximum cost thereof, including preliminary costs 

and costs incidental thereto and the financing thereof, is $4,000,000 and said amount is 

hereby appropriated for such purpose.  The plan of financing includes the issuance of 

bonds of the Village in the principal amount of not to exceed $4,000,000 to finance said 

appropriation, and the levy and collection of taxes on all the taxable real property in the 

Village to pay the principal of said bonds and the interest thereon as the same shall 

become due and payable. 

 

Section 2.  Bonds of the Village in the principal amount of $4,000,000 are hereby 

authorized to be issued pursuant to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, constituting 

Chapter 33-a of the Consolidated Laws of the State of New York (herein called the 

“Law”), to finance said appropriation. 

 

Section 3.  The following additional matters are hereby determined and declared: 

(a) The period of probable usefulness applicable to the object or purpose for 

which said bonds are authorized pursuant to Section 11.00 a. 1 of the Law 

is forty (40) years; however, the bonds authorized pursuant to this 

resolution and any bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of the 

sale of said bonds, shall mature no later than five (5) years after the date 

of original issuance of said bonds or notes.  

 

(b) The proceeds of the bonds herein authorized, and any bond anticipation 

notes issued in anticipation of said bonds, may be applied to reimburse 

the Village for expenditures made after the effective date of this resolution 

for the purpose for which said bonds are authorized.  The foregoing 

statement of intent with respect to reimbursement is made in conformity 

with Treasury Regulation Section 1.150-2 of the United States Treasury 

Department. 

 

 

(c) The proposed maturity of the bonds authorized by this resolution will not 

exceed five (5) years. 

 

Section 4.  Each of the bonds authorized by this resolution, and any bond 

anticipation notes issued in anticipation of the sale of said bonds, shall contain the recital 
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of validity as prescribed by Section 52.00 of the Law and said bonds, and any notes 

issued in anticipation of said bonds, shall be general obligations of the Village, payable 

as to both principal and interest by general tax upon all the taxable real property within 

the Village.  The faith and credit of the Village are hereby irrevocably pledged to the 

punctual payment of the principal of and interest on said bonds, and any notes issued in 

anticipation of the sale of said bonds, and provision shall be made annually in the budget 

of the Village by appropriation for (a) the amortization and redemption of the bonds and 

any notes in anticipation thereof to mature in such year and (b) the payment of interest 

to be due and payable in such year. 

 

Section 5.  Subject to the provisions of this resolution and of the Law and 

pursuant to the provisions of Section 21.00 relative to the authorization of bonds with 

substantially level or declining annual debt service, Section 30.00 relative to the 

authorization of the issuance of bond anticipation notes and Section 50.00 and Sections 

56.00 to 60.00 and 168.00 of the Law, the powers and duties of the Board of Trustees 

relative to authorizing bond anticipation notes and prescribing the terms, form and 

contents and as to the sale and issuance of the bonds herein authorized, and of any 

bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of said bonds, and the renewals of said 

bond anticipation notes, and as to executing credit enhancement agreements, are 

hereby delegated to the Village Treasurer, the chief fiscal officer of the Village. 

 

Section 6.  The validity of the bonds authorized by this resolution, and of any 

notes issued in anticipation of the sale of said bonds, may be contested only if: 

 

(a) such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which the 

Village is not authorized to expend money, or 

 

(b)   the provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of the 

publication of such resolution, or a summary thereof, are not substantially complied 

with, 

and an action, suit or proceeding contesting such validity is commenced within 

twenty days after the date of such publication, or 

 

(c) such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the 

constitution. 

 

Section 7.  This bond resolution shall take effect immediately, and the Village 

Clerk is hereby authorized to publish the foregoing resolution, in summary, together with 

a Notice attached in substantially the form prescribed by Section 81.00 of the Law in 

“The Journal News,” a newspaper having general circulation in the Village and hereby 

designated the official newspaper of said Village for such publication. 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal to approve the bond resolution authorizing the construction of improvements to 

the Village Water System, stating the estimated maximum cost thereof is $4M 

appropriating said amount for the purpose, and authorizing the issuance of bonds of said 

Village in the principal amount of not to exceed $4M to finance said appropriation; all in 

favor: 

 Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 
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   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 
 

c. WIIA Funding – Water Treatment and Water Well Upgrade Project 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Squirrell and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus to adopt the following resolution:  

 
 WHEREAS, The Village/Town of Mount Kisco, New York (hereinafter the “Village”) has 

established the public benefit of the Water Treatment Plant and Well Upgrade Project (hereinafter 

the “Project); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Village plans to upgrade the existing equipment at the water treatment plant and 

the Leonard Park wells, to address public health and safety concerns; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the Village has the opportunity to apply for grant funds from the NYS Water 

Infrastructure Improvement Act (WIIA) which may fund up to $3 million or 60% of the total 

project costs; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the total Project cost is estimated at $3.5 million; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the Village is prepared to contribute matching funds through the Drinking Water 

State Revolving Fund loan program; and,  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT  
1. The Village of Mount Kisco is authorized to submit the WIIA grant application.  

 

2. The Village Manager of the Village of Mount Kisco is authorized to sign the WIIA grant 

application.  

 

3. The Village agrees to provide the matching funds required for WIIA projects through the 

Drinking Water State Revolving Fund.  
 

 

 

 All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal to pay the bills as submitted on October 29, 2021, for the months of 

September and October 2021 as follows:  

 

General Fund     $  74,696.49 
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Water Fund      $  13,910.13 

Sewer Fund      $    2,139.32 

Library Fund     $    8,461.60    

Capital Fund      $ 753,645.57 

Trust Fund      $   14,446.95 

    TOTAL   $ 867,300.06 

 

 All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

Trustee Schleimer asked about the following bills: Innovative Municipal Products, Mr. 

Brancati advised that it was for an order of de-icing product in anticipation of winter; 

Consorti Bros. Paving, Mr. Brancati advised that this was the first and only payment 

application for the paving contract from this summer.  He anticipates one more for the 

striping once it is completed.  

 

 

9) Minutes: 

 

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: - Call in# 646-558-8656 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed 

the meeting at 8:13 pm.  

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307

